
POLK COUNTY

RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION I. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

I) These rules are promulgated pursuant to and !n conformity with statutory authority granted to the Polk County
Commissioners Court pursuant to Chapters 821,822 and 826 of the Texas Health & Safety Code. It is the Intent of the
Commissioners Courtof Polk County to imposereasonable and uniform rulesfor rabiescontrol and restraint of dogs and
cats In PolkCounty.

2} Iftheserules are inconflict with anycity ordinance, it isthe city ordinance that takesprecedence.

SECTION II. LOCAL RABIES CONTROL AUTHORITY

3) The Poik County Sheriffs Office ishereby designated as the Local Rabies Control Authority forpurposes ofthese rules.
4) The Local Rabies Control Authority or its designee shall have the duty to enforce the Rabies Control Act of 1981, TX.

HEALTH &SAFETY CODE § 826.001, et seq. and amendments thereto;

SECTION m. VACCINATIONS

5) The owner or custodian of every dogor cat shall have the dog or cat vaccinated against rabies as required bythe Rabies
Control Act of 1981, Chapter 826, Subchapter C.of the Texas Health &Safety Code, and amendments thereto. Failure to
vaccinate a dog or cat against rabies shall subject the owner or custodian of the unvaccinated animal to a fine and
punishment prescribed by § 826.022 TX. HEALTH 8c SAFETY CODE.

SECTION IV. RABIES CONTROL AND QUARANTINE

6) When a dog or cat that has bitten a human has been Identified, the owner or custodian shall place the animal in
quarantine, as required by the Rabies Control Act of 1981, § 826.042 TX. HEALTH 8c SAFETY CODE, and amendments
thereto.

7) Whenan animalthat has bitten a human has been identified, the custodian must placethat animalin quarantine or submit
Itsbrain for testing. The costs of quarantine are borne by the custodian.

8) Acustodian must submit for quarantine an animal: that Is reported to be rabid or to have exposed an individual to rabies;
or that the custodian knows or suspects Is rabid or to have exposed an individual to rabies.

9) AQuarantine shall be conducted as required by the Rabies Control Act, set out In Chapter 826 of the Texas Health and
SafetyCode, and the Regulationsand Regulationsadopted pursuant to that statute, as amended.

SECTION V. RESTRAINT AND IMPOUNDMENT

10} All dogs and catsshallbe kept under restraint inaccordance withthe applicable provisions of the Texas Health and Safety Code
II) Dogs may be unrestrained for land owners when used for ranching, hunting, farming or guarding on parcels larger than 10

acres and with the permission ofthe landowner.
12) The owner or custodian of every dog or cat shall be held responsible for the behavior of his animal and, thereby,

responsible for any violation of these rules or applicableprovisions of Chapters822 and 826 of the Texas Health &Safety
Code-

13) The Local Rabies Control Authority or Its designee shall be authorized by this ordinance and the applicable provisions of
Texas Health and Safety Code § 826.002, to capture, confine and impound the following:

(a) All stray dogs and cats whether or not vaccination or tags are displayed;
(b) Anyanimal, whether domesticated, wild, or stray, which has bitten or scratched a person, has bitten or

scratched another animal, or is suspected of having rabies or having been exposed to rabies; and
(c) Anydangerous dog that Is improperly secured or unregistered, as required.
(d) All animals picked up under these rules shall be impounded In the PolkCounty Animal Shelter.

14) It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Authority or his designee to deposit all living animals to be impounded with the
impounding facility.



15) The owner or custodian of any impounded dog or cat may claim and redeem their animal prior to its sale, adoption, or
other disposition during regular business hours of the impounding facility within 3 business days. No animal may be
claimedor redeemed without proof of current vaccination or payment of applicable vaccination fees. Feesfor redemption
of animals shall not exceed those set out in the fee schedule attached to these rules and Incorporated herein for all
purposes;provided,however,these fees may be changedfrom time-to-tlmewith approval of the Commissioners Court.

16) Failure to comply with these rules on animal restraintshallsubject the owner or custodian of the unrestrainedanimal to
citation and penalty In accordance with T^. HEALTH &SAFETY CODE § 826.034.

17) Whilethe quarantine is In effect, the rulesadopted bythe executive commissioner supersede allother applicableordinancesor
rules applying to the quarantinearea and applyuntil the departmentor Itsdesigneeremovesthe quarantine bydeclaration or
until the rulesexpire or are revoked bythe executive commissioner as defined In TX Health and SafetyCode §821.051.

SECTION VI. UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OF DOGS

18) Apersonwho owns or has custody or control of a dogand who uses a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device
that attaches a dog to a stationary object or trolley system shall comply with Chapter 821, Subchapter D, sections §
821.076 through § 821.079 of the Texas Health andSafety Code, as amended. Dogs must havea properly fitted collar and
restraint system as required bySubchapter D, Chapter821 ofthe Texas Healthand SafetyCode.

19) An owner may not leave a dogoutside and unattended by useof a restraint that unreasonably limits the dog'smovement:
a) between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.;

; b) within 500feetofthe premises ofa school; or
20) Inthe case of extreme weather conditions. Including conditions In which:

(a) the actual or effectiveoutdoor temperature Is below32 degrees Fahrenheit;
(b) a heat advisoryhas been Issuedby a localor state authority or jurisdiction; or
(c) a hurricane, tropical storm, or tornadowarning has been Issued bythe National WeatherService.

21) Arestraint unreasonably limits a dog's movement Ifthe restraint, uses a collar that is pinch-type, prong-type, or choke-
typeor that Is not properly fitted to the dog or Is a length shorter than the greaterof five times the length of the dog. Is
measured from the tip of the dog's noseto the baseofthe dog's tail;or 10feet. ItIsInan unsafe condition or causes Injury
to the dog.

22) EXCEPTIONS: Section VIdoes not apply to:
a) a dogrestrained to a running line, pulley, or trolley system andthat Isnot restrained to the running line, pulley, or trolley

system bymeansof a pinch-type, prong-type, choke-type, or Improperly fitted collar;
b) a dogrestrained Incompliance withthe requirements ofa camping or recreational area as defined bya federal, state, or

local authority or jurisdiction;
c) a dogrestrained fora reasonable period, not to exceed three hoursIna 24-hour period, and no longer than Isnecessary for

the owner to complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be restrained;
d) a dogrestrained while the ownerIsengaged In, oractively training for, an activity that Is conducted pursuantto a valid

license issued bythis state ifthe activity forwhich the license isIssued Isassociated with the use or presenceof a dog;
e) a dogrestrained while the ownerIsengaged In conduct directly related to the business of shepherding or herding cattleor

livestock; or

f) a dog restrained while theowner Is engaged In conduct directly related tothebusiness ofcultivating agricultural products.
Ifthe restraint Isreasonably necessary for the safety of the dog.

SECTION vn VIOLATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT

23) A person commits a violation if the person knowingly violates this ordinance.
24) Apeace officer or Local Rabies Control Authority who has probable cause to believe that an ownerIs violating Subchapter

D, Chapter 821of the Texas Health and Safety Code shall provide the ownerwith a writtenstatement of that fact. The
- statement must be signed by the officer and plainly state the date on which and the time at which the statement is

provided to the owner In compliance with TX Health and Safety Code § 821.079.
25) Aperson commits an offense ifthe person Is provided a statement and^ils to comply with Subchapter D, Chapter 821of

the Texas Health and SafetyCode within 24 hoursof the time the owner Isprovided the statement. An offenseunder this
subsection Is a Class C misdemeanor.

26) Ifitisshown thata person charged with anoffense under Subchapter D, Chapter821oftheTexas Health and Safety Code
. haspreviously been convicted ofanoffense under that chapter, that person shall be charged with a Class Bmisdemeanor.

27) Ifa person falls to comply with-Chapter 821of the Texas Health andSafety Code with respect to more than one dog, the
: person'sconductwith respect to each dogconstitutesa separate offense.

28) Ifconduct constituting an offense under. Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code also constitutes an offense
under any otherlaw, the actormay be prosecuted under Chapter 821 of the Texas Health andSafety Code, the other law,
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or both.

SECTION Vin CRUELTY TO NONLIVESTOCK ANIMALS

29) Inaccordancewith Section§ 42.092"Cruelty of Non-Livestock Animals" of the TexasPenal CodeChapter 42 which
prohibits a person from intentionally, knowingly or recklessly cruelly treating an animal. The following actions define cruel
punishment:
a) tortures an animal or in a cruel manner kills or causes serious bodilyinjuryto an animal;
b) without the owner's effective consent, kills, administers poison to, of causes serious bodily Injuryto an animal;
c) fails unreasonablyto providenecessaryfood, water, care, or shelter for an animalInthe person's custody;
d) abandons unreasonablyan animal in the person's custody;
e) transports or confines an animal in a cruel manner;
Q without the owner's effective consent, causes bodily injury to an animal;

30) It Isa defense to prosecution under this section that: (1) the actor had a reasonable fear of bodily Injuryto the actor or to
another persori by a dangerous wild animal as defined by Section § 822.101, Health and Safety Code; (2) the animal was
discovered on the person's property in the act of or after injuring or killingthe person's livestock animals or damaging the
person's crops and that the person killedor injured the animal at the time of this discovery;

SECTION IX ORDINANCE REVIEW

31) Thisordinance shall be reviewed every 4 years bythe Commissioners Court with evaluation and discussion of any new proposed
ordinance changes that may have a significant impact on the quality of lifein the County and to provide additional opportunities
for the County departments and public's input in the development and administration stages of this Ordinance.

SECTION X VIOLATIONS

Polk County Animal Control Fee Amounts

1. Transportation Fee (if picked up by Animal Control) $ 35.00

2. First Impound Fee $ 35.00
3. Second Impound Fee S 70.00
4. Third Impound Fee $ 100.00

5. Failure to provide proof of Rabies Vaccination $ 169.00

6. Permit Animal to Run-at-Large, (Stray) $ 169.00
7. PermitAnimalto Run-at-Laiige, (Dangerous) $ 254.00

8. Failure to Quarantine animals $ 270.00
9. Cruelty or Abandonment of Animals $ 169.00



Adopted by the Poik County Commissioners Court in Regular Session
posted and held on August 14,2018

y. ''
SYDNEY MURPHY, COUNTY JUDGE, pfe^LK COUNTY, TX

ROBERT C. "BOB" WILLIS, COMMISSIONER PRECINai

RONNIE VINCENT,COMMISSIONER PRECIENT2

MILT PURVIS, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT 3

ex "TOMMY" OVERSTREET, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT4

ATTESTS

2.

SCHELANA, COUNTY CLEp:



The Polk County Commissioners Court will meet on August 14th at 10:00 for the regular
business meeting. During the meeting the Court will review a new Rabies and Animal
Confrol Ordinance that has been put together by the volunteers of the Animal Control
Committee over the past year.

The ordinance was drafted In coordination with the County Employees, the Sheriffs
Department and. the District Attorney's office. The new ordinance was originally
developed using Input from the community volunteers, County and City officials and the
SPCA Board of Directors. All these teams have reviewed and approved this final
submission.

The new ordinance Is specifically designed to organize already existing State laws from
the Texas Health & Safety Code Chapters 821, 822 and 826 and the Texas Penal
Code Chapter 42 into local guidelines and fines in order to address the stray dog and
cat problem. This is also the first time that the County will start having specifically
designated funds available from fines and fees to put into the County Animal Shelter
building located in Leggett, thus not requiring the County to pull from the regular County
operating budget

The Ordinance is attached below, the following is a summary:

1. Establishes the Sheriffs ofTice as the official Rabies and Animal Control

Authority for the County. ^

2. Approves the Sheriffs office to fine owners who do not vaccinate animais for
Rabies.

3. Approves the Sheriffs office to pick up stray and unrestrained animals in the
unincorporated areas of the County.

4. Exempts ranchers, farmers and iand owners with over 10 acres from
restraining their animals.

5. Approves the Sheriffs office to fine owners for any stray animals that are
picked up and housed in the animal shelter.

6. Approves the Sheriffs office to fine any pet owners who tortures, unlawfully
restrains, or abandons animals in the County, (Dog Dumping).



Re: proposed Polk County animal restraint ordinance.

I am in support of the proposed animal control ordinance.

I believe the provisions are reasonable and will better enable county
officials to protect the public health and wellbeing.

The provisions in this ordinance also include necessary guidelines
governing the humane treatment of animals and I am in favor of this as

well.

Sincerely,

Raymond Luna M.D.

County health officer.

August 9*^ 2018



POLK COUNTY

RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION I. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

1) These rules are promulgated pursuant to and In conformity with statutory authority granted to the Polk County
Commissioners Court pursuant to Chapters 821, 822 and 826 of the Texas Health & Safety Code. It is the purpose of the
Commissioners Court of Polk County to impose reasonable and uniform rules for rabies control and restraint of dogs and
cats in Pc^lk County.

2) Ifthese rui^sare in conflict with any cityordinance, it is the cityordinance that takes precedence.

SECTION 11. LOCAL RABIES CONTROL AUTHORITY

3) The Polk County Sheriffs Office is hereby designated as the Local Rabies Control /M/thority for purposesof these rules.
4) The Local Rabies ControhAuthqrity or his designee shall have the duty to enforce.

(a) The Rabies Control Afct^of 1981, TX, HEALTH &SAFETY CODE §826.001. seq. and amendments thereto;

Section m. VACciNATtONS

5) The owner or custodian of every dog dfs^at shall have the dog or^c^vaccinated against rabies as required by the Rabies
Control Act of 1981,. Chapter 826, Subchapter C. of the Texas Health & Safety Code, and amendments thereto. Failure to
vaccinate a dog or cat. against rabies shall st^ject the own^r or custodian of the unvaccinated animal to a fine and
punishment prescribed by § 826.022 TX. HEALTHk& SAFETY CODE.

SECTION IV. RABIES CONTROL AND QUARANTINE

6) When adog or cat that has bitten ahuman has b^r^vjdentifled, the owner or custodian shall place the animal in
quarantine, as required by the Rabies Control Ac^f 1981\§ 826.042 TX. HEALTH &SAFETY'CODE, and amendments
thereto.

7} When an animal that has bitten a human has b^n identified, the'̂ (;ustodian must place that animal in quarantine or submit
Its brain for testing. The costs ofquarantine ar/borne by the custoaian.

8) Acustodian must submit for quarantine an animal: that Is reported t^^be rabid or to have exposed an individual to rabies;
or that the custodian knows or suspects is ^bld or to have exposed an individual to rabies.

9) A Quarantine shall be conducted as required by the Rabies Control Act, set out In Chapter 826 of the Texas Health andSafety Code, and the Regulations and^gulatlons adopted pursuant to that ^qtute, as amended.
SECTION V. RESTRAINT AND IMPOUNDMENT

10) All dogs and cats shall be kept un^er restraint in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Texas Health and Safety Code
11) Dogsmay be unrestrained when used for ranching/hunting/farming/guarding on parcels larger than 10 acres and with the

permission of the landowner.
12) The owner or custodian of every dog or cat shall be held responsible for the behavior of his animal and, thereby^

responsible for any violation of these rules or applicable provisions of Chapters 822 and 826 of the Texas Health & Safety
Code.

13) The Local Rabies Control Authority or his designee shall be authorized by this ordinance and the applicable provisions of
the Texas Health and Safety Code, to catch, confine and impound the following:

(a) All stray dogs and cats whether or not vaccination or tags are displayed;
(b) Any animal, whether domesticated, wild, or stray, which has bitten or scratched a person, has bitten or

scratched another animal, or is suspected of having rabies or having been exposed to rabies; and
(c) Any dangerous dog that Is improperly secured or unregistered, as required.
(d) All animals picked up under these rules shall be impounded in the ihnpounding facility.

14) It shall be the.duty of the Animal Control Authority or his designee to deposit all livinganimals,to be Impounded with the
impounding facility.



15) The owneror custodian of any Impounded dogor cat may claim and redeem their animal prior to Itssale, adoption, or
otherdisposition during regular business hours of the Impounding facility. No animal may be claimed or redeemedwithout
proof of current vaccination or payment of appiicable vaccination fees. Feesfor redemption of animals shall not exceed
those set out in the fee schedule attached to these rules and incorporated herein for all purposes; provided, however,
these fees may be changed from time^to'tlme with approval of the CommissionersCourt.

16) Failure to complywith these rules on animal restraint shall subject the owner or custodian of the unrestrained animal to
citation and penalty In accordance with TX.HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 826.034.

17) While the quarantine IsIneffect,the rulesadopted bythe executive commissioner supersede allother applicable ordinances or
rulesapplying to the quarantinearea and applyuntil the department or its deslgneeremovesthe quarantine bydeclaration or
until the rules expire or are revoked by the executive commissioner.

SECTION VI. UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OF DOGS

18) A personwho owns or has custody or control of a dog and who uses a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device
that attaches a dog to a stationary object or trolley system shall comply with Chapter 821, Subchapter D,sections 821.076
through 821.079 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, as amended. Dogs must have a properly fitted collar and restraint
system as required by Subchapter D,Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code.

19) An owner may not leavea dog outside and unattended byuse of a restraint that unreasonably limitsthe dog's movement:
a) between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.;
b) within 500 feet of the premises of a school; or

20) Inthe case of extreme weather conditions, includingconditions Inwhich:
(a) the actual or effective outdoor temperature Is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit;
(b) a heat advisory has been Issued by a local or state authority or Jurisdiction; or
(c) a hurricane, tropical storm, or tornado warning has been issued by the National Weather Service.

21) A restraint unreasonably limits a dog's movement if the restraint:
(a) uses a collarthat Ispinch-type, prong-type, or choke-typeor that is not properlyfitted to the dog;
(b) Is a length shorter than the greater of:
(c) five times the length of the dog, measured from the tip of the dog's nose to the base of the dog's tail; or
(d) 10 feet;
(e) Is In an unsafe condition; or
(f) causes injury to the dog.

22) EXCEPTIONS: Section Xdoes not apply to:
a) a dog restrainedto a runningline, pulley, or trolley system and that is not restrainedto the running line, pulley, or trolley

system by means of a pinch-type, prong-type, choke-type, or improperly fitted collar;
b) a dog restrained In compliance with the requirements of a camping or recreational area as defined by a federal, state, or

local authority or jurisdiction;
c) a dog restrained for a reasonable period, not to exceedthree hours Ina 24-hour period, and no longer than Isnecessaryfor

the owner to complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be restrained;
d) a dog restrained whilethe owner Isengaged In,or actively trainingfor, an activitythat Isconducted pursuant to a valid

license Issued by this state Ifthe activity for which the license Is issued is associated with the use or presence of a dog;
e) a dog restrained whilethe owner Isengaged Inconductdirectlyrelated to the businessof shepherding or herdingcattle or

livestock; or

Q a dog restrained while the owner isengaged In conduct directly related to the business ofcultivating agricultural products,
if the restraint Is reasonably necessary for the safety of the dog.

SECTION vn VIOLATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT

23) A person commits a violation Ifthe person knowingly violates this ordinance.
24) Apeace officeror Local Rabies ControlAuthoritywho has probable cause to believe that an owner IsviolatingSubchapter

D, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code shall provide the owner with a written statement of that fact The
statement must be signed by the officer and plainly state the date on which and the time at which the statement Is
provided to the owner.

25) Apersoncommits an offense Ifthe person Isprovided a statement and falls to comply with Subchapter D, Chapter821 of
the Texas Health and SafetyCode within 24 hoursof the time the owner Isprovided the statement. An offense under this
subsection Is a Class C misdemeanor.

26) ifIt Isshownthat a person chargedwith an offenseunderSubchapterD, Chapter821 of the TexasHealthand SafetyCode
has previouslybeen convicted of an offense under that chapter, that person shall be charged with a Class Bmisdemeanor.

27) Ifa person ^ils to complywIth-Chapter821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code with respect to more than one dog, the

2



person's conduct with respect to each dog constitutes a separate offense.
28) If conduct constituting an offense under, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code also constitutes an offense

underany other law,the actor maybe prosecutedunder Chapter821 of the Texas Health and SafetyCode, the other law,
or both.

SECTION VIII CRUELTY TO NONLIVESTOCK ANIMALS

29) in accordancewith Section42.092 "Crueltyof Non-Livestock Animals" of the Texas Penal Code Chapter 42 whichprohibits
a person fromintentionally, knowingly or recklessly cruelly treatingan animal. Thefollowing actionsdefinecruel
punishment:
a) tortures an animalor in a cruel manner kills or causes serious bodily injuryto an animal;
b) without the owner's effective consent, kills, administerspoisonto, or causes serious bodilyInjury to an animal;
c) fails unreasonablyto provide necessaryfood, water, care, or shelter for an animalin the person's custody;
d) abandons unreasonably an animal in the person's custody;
e) transports or confines an animal In a cruel manner;
f) without the owner's effectiveconsent, causes bodily Injury to an animal;

30) It Isa defense to prosecution under this section that: (1)the actor had a reasonable fear of bodilyInjury to the actor or to
another personbya dangerouswild animal as defined bySection 822.101, Health and SafetyCode; (2)the animal was
discovered on the person's property in the act of or after injuring or killing the person's livestockanimalsor damagingthe
person's cropsand that the person killed or Injured the animal at the time of this discovery;

31) An offense under this sectionisa Class Amisdemeanor, exceptthat the offenseisa state jailfelony ifthe personhas
previouslybeen convicted two times under Section 42 of the Texas Penal Code.

SECTION IX ORDINANCE REVIEW

32) This ordinance shall be reviewed every 4years by the Commissioners Court with evaluation anddiscussion ofany new proposed
ordinance changes that mayhavea significant Impact on the quality of life Inthe County and to provide additional opportunities
for the County departments and publics input in the development and administration stages of this Ordinance.

SECTION X VIOLATIONS

Polk County Animal Control Fee Amounts
1. Transportation Pee (Ifpicked up by Animal Control) $ 35.00 (new county fee)

2. First Impound Fee $ 35.00 (new county fee)

3. Second Impound Fee $ 70.00 (new county fee)

4. Failureto provide proof of RabbisVaccination $ 169.00 (current court costs ClassC)

5. Prohibit Animal to Run-at-Large $ 169.00 (current court costs Class C)

6. Permit Animal to Run-at-Large, (Dangerous) $ 254.00 (current court costs Class C)

7. Failure to Quarantine animals $ 270.00 (current court costs Class C)

8. Cruelty or Abandonment ofAnimals Currently a State Class A$ 254.00 Proposing as Class C$169.00



RESOLUTION AND ORDER

On this the^ day ofAugust. 2018, at a Regular Session meeting ofthe Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas, there
came on for consideration and approval a motion to adopt a current PolkCounty Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Ordinance

and fee schedule to establish the Count/s erasting such Ordinance. Acopy of the new Ordinance proposed is attached hereto

and incorporated herein for ail purposes.

Motion was made by xxxxxxx and seconded by Commissioner xxxxxxxxx that said Commissioners Court does hereby authorize

the adoption of the establishment of a Polk County Rabies ^ntroi and Animal Restraint Ordinance and fee schedule attached

hereto.

Said Motion being put to a vote, it carried by a vote of xxxof xxxx. It is, therefore, ORDERED that Commissioners Court hereby

approve the adoption of the revised Polk County Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Ordinance and fee schedule attached

hereto.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON August 14.2018.

POLKCOUNTY, TEXAS

SYDNEY MURPHY, COUNTYJUDGE

ROBERT C. "BOB" WILLIS, COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1

RONNIE VINCENT,COMMISSIONER PRECIENT2

MILTPURVIS, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT3

C.T. 'TOMMY" OVERSTREET, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT 4



POLK COUNTY

RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION r. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

1] These rules are promulgated pursuant to and in conformity with statutory authority granted to the Polk County
Commissioners Court pursuant to Chapters 821, 822 and 826 of the Texas Health & Safety Code. It is the purpose of the
Commissioners Court of PolkCounty to impose reasonable and uniform rules for rabies control and restraint of dogs and
cats in Polk County.

2) Ifthese rulesare Inconflict withany cityordinance. It is the cityordinance that takes precedence.

SECTION n. LOCAL RABIES CONTROL AUTHORITi

3) ThePolk County Sheriffs Office is herebydesignated as the Local Rabies Control Authority for.purp^pses of these rules
4) The Local Rabies Control Authority orhis designee shall have thejlut^o enforce: '

(a) The Rabies Control Act of 1981, TX. HEALTH &SAFETY CODE'S 8^&.ip01> etseq. and amendmehts.thereto;

SECTION in. VACCINATIONS

5) The owner orcustodian ofevery dog orcatshall have thedog orcat^.acdnated agalnst'Tabies as>requlred by the Rabies
Control Act of 1981, Chapter 826, Subchapte^C^f^he Texas Health fii^Safe^ Cod^aridi^ehd^ent^thereto. Failure to
vaccinate adog or cat against rabies shall subjecT'the owner or custc^lan of the'unvacclnated'̂ an^al to afine arid
punishment prescribed by §826.022 TX.HEALTH'̂ 'SA?^ CODE. V V/

\ \ V /
SECTION IV. RABIES GQJCTROL AND OuARANTINE

6) When adbgorcatthat has bitten ahuman^fiTasibe^ identif^d,;th^wner or custodl^ shall place the animal in quarantine,
as required by the Rabies CohVrol'Acl^^ig '̂SLaMip^Z^nC HE CODE, and amendments thereto.

7) When an animal that has bitten ^H^^<h^t3eenJ^riti^,';th_e^us^d]ln must placi^that animal in quarantine or submit
its brain for testing/The costs ofquararitihe'are born^by^tK '̂custbtji '̂; '

8} Acu^odian must submi^fpr quarantin^an ahiiiial: that is re^okedLto'be^rabid^or to have exposed an individual to rabies; or
that the custodian knowsidr-'suspects is rabid;p]tp,|iave exposed an individual.to rabies.

9) AQuarantirie^hall be c^ducted as required byttHe Rabies Qintrol Act, set out in Chapter 826 of theTexas Health and Safety
Code, an^theikegulation^andtR^ulations adopted;p.^suant to that statute, as amended.

.SECTION V. RESTiRAINT AND IMPOUNDMENT

. . X"\10) Al^dpgs^nd cats shall be1Re;3t under restfaint;i(^accordance with the applicable provisions.of the Texas Health and Safety Code
11) Dogs^fhayi^ unrestjiaihe^wheh used fot^raheHing/hunting/farming/guarding on parcels larger than 10 acres and with the

permiss^h^fv^e,larid^ner. y
12) The owner^f cu^p^an ofevery dog or cat shall be held responsible for the behavior of his animal and, thereby, responsible

for any violation pfthese rules or applicable provisions of Chapters 822 and 826 of the Texas Health & Safety Code.
13) Thelocal Rabfe;Gpi^rdl Authority or his designee shall be authorized by this ordinance and the applicable provisions of the

Texas Health and Safetv;Gode, to catch, confine ahd Impound the following:
(a) AlTitray^pgs and cats whether or not vaccination or tags are displayed;
(b) Any anli^al, whether domesticated, wild, or stray, which has bitten or scratched a person, has bitten or

scratched'^other animal, or issuspected of having rabies or having beenexposed to rabies; and
(c) Anydangerous dog that Is Improperlysecured or unregistered, as required.
(d) Ail animals picked up under these rules shall be impounded in the impounding facility.

14) It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Authority or his designee to deposit all living animals to be impounded with the
Impounding facility.

15) Theowneror custodian of any impounded dog or cat may claim and redeem their animal prior to its sale, adoption, or other
disposition during regular business hours of the impounding facility. No ariima! may be claimed or redeemed without proof
of current vaccination or payment of applicable vaccination fees. Fees for redemption of animals shall not exceed those set



out'in the fee schedule attached to these rules and incorporated herein for all purposes; provided, however, these fees may
be changed from time-to-tlme with approval of the CommissionersCourt.

16) Failure to comply with these rules on animal restraint shall subject the owner or custodian of the unrestrained animal to
citationand penaltyinaccordance withTK. HEALTH &SAFHY CODE § 826.034.

17) WhUe.the quarantine is in effect, the rules adopted by the executive commissioner supersede all other applicable ordinances or
rules applying to the quarantine area and apply until the department or Its deslgnee removes the quarantine by declaratioh.or
until the rules expire or are revoked by the executive commissioner.

SECTION VI. UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OF DOGS

18) A person who owns or has custody or control of a dog and who uses a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device that
attaches a dog to a stationary object or trolley system shall comply with ChapterivSZl, Subchapter D, sections 821.076
through 821.079 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, as amended. Dogs must l^ve a,properly fitted collar and restraint
system as required by Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Co'd^

19) An owner may not leave a dog outside and unattended byuse of a restraint that unreasbnabiyjimlts the dog's movement:
a) between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.;
b) within 500 feet of the premises of a school; or

20} In the case of extreme weather conditions, including conditions in which:
(a) the actual or effective outdoor temperature is belqw:32;degfees Fahrenheit;
(b) a heat advisory has been issued by alocal or sVate aut|idrity!or>jurisdiction; or
(c) ahurricane, tropical storm, or tornado warning iiaTbe^issued'bythe Weat}fer8ewice1

21) A restraint unreasonably limits a dog's movement If the restraint:
(a) usesa collar that Ispinch-type, prong-type,;orchoke^typeorthat irh'ot-prpperly,,fitted to the dog;
(b) is alength shorter than'the'g(;eater of: '\ \
(c) five times the len^h ofthe dbg>:m.easured from the tlplofthe dog'snps^tothe'b^e pftije dog's tail; or

10 feet; \ \ V \/
is in an unsafe condition; or
causes injury to the dog.

22) EXCEPTIONS: Section Xdoes hot apply to: ^
a) adog restrained to arunnii^ lin'e,>^l[ey, or trolley systerhahd^that is not retrained to the running line, pulley, or trolley

system by means of apinc|̂ type,>pj;gngr^^rchoke-type^a(;jm^rqperIy fitte^cbilar;
adog restrained in complian'ce with^heteqdlferfi^^pfj camp]ngVv''̂ '̂'̂ ^^i° '̂'̂ ''̂ ^ defined by afederal, state, orb)

d)

(d)
(e)

(0

local authority^rdurisdictlon; \ ^ >
adog restrain^ Ifqn^reasonable p^riod^not to exceed'thre^oursihla]24jhour period, and no longer than is necessary for
the owner to complete^temporary task-Xhat requires the dog tb bqT^rained;
adog [Restrained whlle'The^wner is en^ged it^pr actively training for, an activity that is conducted pursuantto avalid

ed by thi^state ifSthe activity for>yjJhich>the license Is issued is associated with the use or presence ofadog;
ained while ^e dwiter is engaged ihi'coh^ct directly related to the business of shepherding orherding cattle or

licejis '̂issued
e) a.dbgtestrained
/livestock;or

ajdog restrained while the owner is engaged in conduct directly related to the business of cultivating agricultural products,
if>the restraintis reasonably nece5sary'f6r.the safetyof'the dog.

) X Xv
/ SECTION vn VIODATIQN AND ENFORCEMENT OF UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT\/ ^ xy

23) A person commit a'vlolation if the person knowingly violates this ordinance.
24) Apeace offic^^r Loc^ Rabies Control Authority who has probable cause to believe that an owner Is violating Subchapter

D, Chapter 821 of^thei'Texas Health and Safety Code shall provide the owner with a written statement of that fact. The
statement must be signedlby the officer and plainly state the date on which and the time atwhich the statement is provided
to the owner.

25) Aperson commits an offense j^the person is provided astatement and fails tocomply with Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of
theTexas'Health.and Safet^odewithin 24 hours ofthe time the owner.ls provided the statement. An offense under this
subsection Is a ClassC'mlsdemeanor.

26) Ifit is shown that a person charged with an offense under Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code
has previously been convicted of an offense under that chapter, that person shall be charged with a Class Bmisdemeanor.

27) Ifa person fails to comply,wlth-Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Codewith respect to more than one dog, the
person's conduct with respect to each dog constitutes a separate offense.

28) Ifconduct constitutingan offense under. Chapter821 of the TexasHealthand SafetyCodealso constitutes an offense under
any other law, the actor may be prosecuted under Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, the other law, or both.
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SECTION VXli CRUELTY TO NONLIVESTOCK ANIMALS

29) Inaccordance withSection 42.092 "Cruelty of Non-Livestock Animals" of the Texas PenalCode Chapter42 which prohibits
a personfrom Intentionaily, knowingly or recklessly cruelly treatingan animal. Thefollowing actions definecruel
punishment:
a) tortures an animalor ina cruel manner kills or causes serious bodily injuryto an animal;
b) without the owner's effectiveconsent, kills, administerspoisonto, or causes serious bodily injuryto an animal;
c) failsunreasonablyto providenecessaryfood, water, care, or shelter for an animal Inthe person's custody;
d) abandons unreasonably an animal In the person's custody;
e) transports or confines an animal In a cruel manner;
f) without the owner's effective consent, causes bodilyinjury to an animal; xv

30) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that: (1) the actor had a reasonable fear of bodily injuryto the actor or to
another personbya dangerous wild animal as defined bySection 822.101, Health and Safety Code; (2) the animal was
discovered on the person's property Inthe act of or after Injuring or killing the person's livestock animalsor damagingthe
person's crops and that the person killed or Injured the animal at the time of this discovery;

31) An offense under this section is a Class Amisdemeanor,except that the offense Isa state jailfelony Ifthe person has
previously been convicted two times underSection 42 ofthelexafPen^l Code.

\
SECTION K ORDINANGE REVIEW^

32) This.ordinance shall be reviewed.eyery 4 years bythe Commissioners Court withevaluation and discussion of any newproposed
ordinance changes that mayhavea significant impact on the qualltyof life Inthe County and to provide additional opportunities
for the County departments and publicsinput Inthe development and administrationstages of this Ordinance.

SECTIONSGiVIOLATIONS

/T.. 1 .,FPolk,Countv AnimaliGdnft'olFeeAmounteiX
1. Transportation Fee (if pIcjjed'up^by/A'nimi^ \ $'3j®J)y(new county fee)
2. First Impound Fee X..... 2:V S 35r00''(newcountyfee)
3. Secondlmpound-Fee X"_l__\ LX $ 70.00 (new county fee)
4. Failure to pr^Jd^))rpof of RabblsXaccjnation .73169.00 (currentcourt costs Class C)
5. Prohibit Animalrt^Runtat-Large Xl'JX $ 169.00 (current court costs Class C)

6. Permit*Anlmal to Ruh^tTliarge, (DangerouijrX $ 254.00 (current court costs Class C)

7. FairureitoQuarantin^erilmajs. X... ,X $ 270.00 (current court costs ClassC)

8. .rf{Cfuel0 or Abandonment'df-Ahlmals ''euffently a State Class A$ 254.00 Proposingas Glass C$169.00



RESOLUTION AND ORDER

On this the 50^day ofxxxwcxx. 2018. at a Regular Session meeting ofthe CornmlssionersCourtof Polk County, Texas, there came
on for consideration a'nd'approval a motion to adopt a current Polk County Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Ordinanceand
fee schedule to establish the Counts existing such Ordinance. Acopy of the newOrdinance proposed is attachedhereto and
incorporated herein for all purposes.

Motion was made bvxxxxxxxandseconded byCommissionerxxxxxxxxx that said Commissioners Court does hereby authorize the
adoption of the establishment of a PolkCounty RabiesControland Animal Restraint Ordinance and fee schedule attached hereto.

Said Motion being,put to avote, It carried by avote of xxx of xxxx. It is, therefore/^ROEf^ED that Commissioners Court hereby
approve theadoption oftherevised Polk County Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Orc^hance and feeschedule attached hereto.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON xxxxxxxxxx. 2018.

POLKCOUNTY, TEXAS

SYDNEY MURPHY, COUNTY JUDGE

ROBERT C "BOB" WILLIS, COMMISSIONER-PRECINCT 1

RONNIE VINCENT, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT 2

MItmPURVIS, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT3

C.T. 'TOMMYS OVERSTREET, COMMISSIONER PRECIENT 4
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POLK COUNTY

RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION I» AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

These rules are promulgated pursuant to and in conformity with statutory authority granted to the Polk County
Commissioners Court pursuant to Chapters 821, 822 and 826 of the Texas Health 8tSafety Code. It is the purpose of the
Commissioners Court of Polk County to impose reasonable and uniform rules for rabies control and restraint of dogs and
cats in Polk County.
Ifthese rules are inconflict with anycity ordinance, It isthe city ordinance that takesprecedenceT^

SECTION II. LOCAL RABIES CONTROL AUTHOR!^

The Pblk County Sheriffs Office ishereby designated as the Local Rabies Control Authority^for purposes dfithese
The Local Rabies Control Authority or his deslgnee shall have the duty to enfofce: yl

(a) the Rabies Control Act of 1981, TX. HEALTH, &SAFETY CODE §826.001/et seq. and amendments thereto;

SECTION III. VACCINATIONS

The owner or custodian of every dog or cat shall have the dog or cat vaccinated against^^bies as required by
Control Act of 1981, Chapter 826, Subchapter C. of the Texas Health &Safety Code, and amendme^s thereto
vaccinate a dog or cat against rabies shall subject the ovmer or custodian of the unvaccihltedi^himai to
punishment prescribed by §826.022 TX. HEALTH &SA'FET^iCODE.

rules.

the Rabies

. Failure to

a fine and

SECTION IV. RABIES CONTROE A-ND OUARANTINE

When a dog or cat that has bitten a human has'̂ be^^dentifiedj^lht^pwneror custodian shall place the animal in
quarantine, as required by the Rabies Control Act_A5'i981, §826.042 '̂̂ HJ.ALTH &SAFETy CODE, and amendments
thereto.

When an animal that has bitten ahuman has^eeri^dentified, tlie'GUstodlan must place that animal in quarantine or submit
its brain for testing. The costs of quarantine^are'bbrne by the custc^dlan.^
Acustodian must submit for quarantine an^animal^thatsis reportektd'be rabid or to have exposed an Individual to rabies;
or that,the custodian knows,or suspects is;rabjd Qyio^ha^exposBdl^ individual to rabies.
AQuarantine shall be conducted ai^quired by/the Rabie^G3ntrol Act, set out In Chapter 826 of the Texas Health and
Safety Code, and the Regulation^a^ti Regulations adoptedjpursuant to that statute, as amended.

SECTION V. RESTRAINT AND IMPOUNDMENT

10} All doglandcatsshall be i<ept- under resltfainMn,Accordance with the applicable provisions oftheTexas Health andSafety Code
11) The'̂ vi/nier or custodian of^eye'̂ . dog shall be held responsible for the behavior of his animal and, thereby,

resp^sible.for any violation of\th'ese rules^r applicable provisions of Chapters 822 and 826 ofthe Texas Health &Safety
Code. \ )

12) The Local Rabie^Control Authority-or his designee shall be authorized by this ordinance and the applicable provisions of
the Texas He^th'ia^d^afety Co^ej'to catch, confine and Impound the following:

(a) \lfstrqy dog^a'nd cats whether or not vaccination or tags are displayed;
(b) Any^hifn^l,'Whether domesticated, wild, or stray, which has bitten or scratched aperson, has bitten or

scratched another arilmal, or is suspected of having rabies or having been exposed to rabies; and
(c) Any'3angerous dog that is Improperly secured or unregistered, as required.
(d) All animals picked up under these rules shall be Impounded in the impounding facility.

13) It shail be the duty of the Animal Control Authority or his designee to deposit all living animals to be impounded with the
Impounding facility.

14) The owner or custodian of any impounded dog or cat may claim and redeem their animal prior to its sale, adoption, or
other disposition during regular business hours of the impounding facility. No animal may be claimedor redeemed without
proof of current vaccination or payment of applicable vaccination fees. Fees for redemption of animals shall not exceed
those set out In the fee schedule attached to these rules and incorporated herein for all purposes; provided, however,
these fees may be changed from tirhe-to-tlme with approval of the Commissioners Court.



15) Failure to comply with these rules on animal restraint shall subject the owner or custodian of the unrestrained animal to
citation and penalty in accordance with TX. HEALTH &SAFETY CODE § 826.034.

16) While the quarantine is in effect, the rules adopted bythe executive commissioner supersede all other applicableordinancesor
rules applying to the quarantine area and apply until the department or its deslgnee removes the quarantine by declaration or
until the rul^ expire or are revoked by the executive commissioner.

17)

SECTION VI. UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OF DOGS

18) A person who owns or has custody or control of a dog and who uses a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device
that attaches a dog to a stationary object or trolley system shall comply with Chapter 821, Subchapter D,sections 821.076
through 821.079 of the Texas .Health and Safety Code, as amended. Dogs must have a properl^tted collar and restraint
system as required by Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, f ^

19) An owner may not leave adog outside and unattended by use of arestraint that unreasonably limits tl\e^dog's movement:
a) between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.;
b) within 500 feet of the premises of a school; or

20) In the case of extreme weather conditions, including conditions in which:
(a) the actual or,effective outdoor temperature is below 32 degfees^Fahrenheit;
(b) aheat advisory has been issued by a local or state authori^^Junsdiction; or
(c) a hurricane, tropical storm/ or tornado warning has been issued by<the.National Weather Service.

21) Arestraint unreasonably limits adog's movement if the restraint: Ir •
(a) uses a collar that is pinch-type, prong-type, orchoke-type or that is not pij)perly fitted tothedog;
(b) is a length shorter than the greater of:

five times the length ofthe dog, mejsur^d f(om thetip ofthedog's nose to the^^ase ofthedog's tail; or
10 feet;
is in an unsafe condition; or
causes injury to the dog.

22) EXCEPTIONS: Section Xdoes not apply to: \\/y
a) adog restrained to arunning line, pulley, or trolley system and that<|gnp;t^restrained to the running line, pulley, or trolley

system by means ofapinch-type, prong-type, chpke'-ty^e/^r imprope?ly;fif6^ collar;
b) a dog restrained in compliance with the requirements of^arcamplng or rwrfeational area as defined by a federal, state, or

local authority orjurisdiction; ^
c) adog restrained for areasonable peri^rnot-t^exreed three R^uj^in a24-hour period, and no longer than is necessary for

the owner to complete a temporary task that require the dog tolbe restrained;
tnf 4d)

e)

f)

(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)

adog restrained while the 'owner'ls^eri^ed in; or actiyejy^raining for, an activity that is conducted pursuant to avalid
license issued by this state if tifeactivity for w^ich th |̂i^^se is issued is associated with the use or presence of adog;
adog restrained while the owper is engagedlimcpnduct directly related to the business of shepherding or herding cattle or
livestock; or.-

3dog,^straihed!ij^le\the owner^s.engaged in conduct directly related to the business of cultivating agricultural products,if th&f^traint is reasiD^Iy^cessaTy^fqr^^ safety of the dog.
SECTIQN^Vll VI^A^N AND ENFORCEMENT OF UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT

23) A''persbtip^mits aviolation ifthe person Icnowingly violates this ordinance.
24) Apeace officer'or Local Rabies Control Authority who has probable cause to believe that an owner is violating Subchapter

D, Chapter 82l .ofsthe Texas Health and Safety Code shall provide the owner with a written statement of that fact. The
statement must^e%igned b^the officer and plainly state the date on which and the time at which the statement is
provided to the

25) Aperson commits an^dffense if the person,is provided a statement and fails to comply with Subchapter D, Chapter821 of
the Texas Health and Safety Code within 24 hours of the time the owner is provided the statement. An offense under this
subsection isa Class C^isdemeanor.

26) Ifit is shown that a person charged with an offense under Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code
has previously been convicted of an offense under that chapter, that person shall be charged with a ClassBmisdemeanor.

27) Ifa person fails to complywith?Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code with respect to more than one dog, the
person's conduct with respect to each dog constitutes a separate offense.

28) If conduct constituting an offense under. Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code also constitutes an offense
under any other law, the actor may be prosecuted under Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, the other law,
or both.

SECTION VIII CRUELTY TO NONLIVESTOCK ANIMALS
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29) In accordance with Section42.092 "Cruelty of Non-Livestock Animals" of the TexasPenal CodeChapter 42 which prohibits
a person from Intentionally, knowingly or recklesslycruellytreating an animal. The following actions define cruel
punishment:
a) tortures an animal or in a cruel manner kills or causes serious bodily injury to an animal;
b) without the owner's effective consent, kills, administers poison to, or causes serious bodily injury to an animal;
c) fails unreasonably to provide necessary food, water, care, or shelter for an animal in the person's custody;
d) abandons unreasonably an animal in the person's custody;
e) transports or confines an animal in a cruel manner;
f) without the owner's effective consent, causes bodily injury to an animal;

30) An offense under this section is a ClassA misdemeanor, except that the offense is a state jail felony if the person has
previously been convicted.two times under this section, two times under Section 42.092. ^

31) The Local Rabies Control Authorityor his designee shallhave the ability to issuea lessor viplatibTrbase^\on circumstances
per Section 821 of the Health and Safety Code; ( /

Court/ hearings officer's proceeding shall be held inigublic..^
(d) The Comrriissioners Court/ hearings officer may request the attendaQfeejOf witnesses and the production ofdocumentary
material.

(e)Theaffected Owner maysubmit to the Commissioners Cqurt^hearingsofficerv records, documents, papers, accounts, or
witnesses that the Owner considers pertinent to,the.case.
(f) Witnesses may be placed under the rul^ai^h'e^
(g) The Commissioners Court shall conducwhe heaj|i|hg'fa^Iy and im'paftially and shall render ajust and fair decision. The
Commissioners Court may consider^ly t^Vevide^r^c^u^i^ted at<ilTe hearing.
(h) The Commissioners Court shall rnaimaima'pubiic record pf-'̂ ch proceeding with copies available at cost.
(i) The forgoing is not intended tb.af|e^the Owr^r^right^antl'or ability to appeal adetermination of animal cruelty as set forth
in §821.025 of the Texas Healti(an^Safety Code.^

^G^missioners'GourthMrlng.

SECTION XINDIGENCY

SECTION IX APPEAL PROCEDURES \\ ^
(a) If an Owner wants to appeal to the Commissioners Court of Polk County TekasTrom an action for which'|the Owne^was
penalized under this ordinance, the Owner shall file a written appeal with tIje'Commissloners Court within'lO days afterthe
date the action occurred;

(b) The appeal must include the basis for the appeal and arequest for ahearing before^he^ommlssioners^Gourt. The appeal
must also contain a statement denying the truth of the violation as made, a statement taking>exception to the legal sufficiency
of the violation, astatement alleging that the recommended action does not fit thevloiatiorvp^ileged violation, or a
combination of these statements.

(c) The appeal may be heard by either the Commissione^^Gourt^r gearings officer designate^by the Commissioners Court, in
each hearing, appeal, or review of any kind in which'̂ he^mn||ssi_^ers Court/ hearings officerperforms an adjudicatory
function, theaffected Owner is entitled to be represented by co'uns|l^r a person the Owner chooses. Each Commissioners

The Corhmissioners Court of^olk-County^iexaSfShall by rule or regulation, adopt aprocess for determining the ability of an
^..AA ...... ....

- . T'-
that an Ovvner^is unable to pay tne'full amount of any fee/penalty.

OM^r t^ay any fee/penalty set forth hereih'-and fordetermining the amount each fee/penalty an Owner shall be required to
iSayTrHe Gortmissioners Court, ijiTt| sole discretion, may waive any fee/penalty or portion thereof following adetermination

SECTION XI VIOLATIONS

Polk CountyWiimal Control / Animal Shelter Fee Schcdiilc„Fcc Amount and Disposition of Fee
1. Transportation Fee'lifpicked up byAnimal Control) $TBD (35.00)

2. First Impound'Fee $TBD (35.00)

3. Second Impound Fee $TBD (70.00)

4. Failure to provide proof of Rabbis Vaccination $TBD (35.00)
5. Abandons'unreasonabiy.an animal in the person's custody $ TBD(100;0D)
6. Failure to Quarantine animals $TBD (100.00)



POLK COUNTY

RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE OBJECTIVE:

2. Is intended to reduce the large number ofstray animals in Polk County over time.
2. is intended to eliminate the dumping and abandonment of unwanted animals in Polk County.
3. Isintended to reduce the number of pets that are left tofreely roam neighborhood streets.
4. Is intended to reduce the risk ofanimals causing injury to people and pets by other abandoned pets.
5. Is intended to provide Law enforcement with the tools to address county strays and abandoned pets.
6. Is intended to coordinate animal control and pet ownership with all county shelters and businesses.
7. Is intended to promote responsible and healthy animal ownership in Poik County.

WHAT IT IS:

1. Will address the pubiic demandfor the County to reduce the number ofstrays and abandoned pets.
2. Willformally establish an official County Rabies Control Authority and Animal Control Program.
3. Will reinforce the State law requiring all pets to have a rabies vaccination.
4. Willorganize a county-wide registration ofall animal shelters, breeders and sellersfor improved

communications and coordination regarding animal population and health issues.
5. Will exclude public highways and parking lots as places to sell animalsfrom parked vehicles.
6. Willreinforce State law regarding cruelty to animals and establishes penaltiesfor any occurrences.
7. Willexclude all property owners offive (5) or more acresfrom any restraint or leash requirements.
8. Will establish someformal processesfor the Countyanimal shelter regarding animal impoundment.
9. Willreinforce the State law regarding the restraint ofdogs and what is allowed and not allowed.
10. Will offset some county and animal shelter administration costs through smallfees andfines for violators.
11. Willestablish penaltiesfor violations and serve as a deterrent to irresponsible animal ownership.

WHAT IT !S NOT:

1. Does not override any established Cityordinances or HOA/POA^s rules.
2. Does not prevent anyonefrom sheltering, breeding or selling animals in the County.
3. Does not limit the number ofanimals a person can own.
4. Does not establish a County TNR program, only agrees not to euthanize TNR animals on a program.
5. Does not prevent any specific breed of dog or catfrom being owned as a pet.
6. Does not require people to keep animals on a leash at all times.
7. Doesnot direct law enforcement to inspect peop/e's property for violations, rather allow them to respond

to complaints and preventfurther violations and injury to the pubiic.



POLK COUNTY

RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION I. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

1) These rules are promulgated pursuant to and in conformity with statutory authority granted to the Polk County
Commissioners Court pursuant to Chapters 821, 822 and 826 of the Texas Health &Safety Code. It is the purpose of the
Commissioners Court of PolkCounty to Impose reasonable and uniform rules for rabies control and restraint of dogs and
cats in the unincorporated areas of Polk County.

2) These rules are not intended to supersede any existingCity ordinances or any existing HOA/POA rules within PolkCounty.

SECTION 11. DEFINITIONS .

3) For purposes of these rules, certain terms and words are hereby defined. Words used in the present-tense indude the
future; a singular nurhber includes the plural and the singular; reference to the male gender Indudu'the femaie^ender,
and reference to any person or animal without specifying gender includes both male and female; the word "shall" Is
mandatory. The words "animal," "cat," "dog," "quarantine," "rabies," 'licensed veterinarian," "vaccinated" and "currently
vaccinated" shall have the same meaning as provided by or used in the Rabies Control Act of 1981/protnulgated at
Chapter 826 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and the Rules of the Texas Department ofHealth; promul '̂fed pursuant
to the Rabies Control Act of 1981.

a) "Abandon" indudes abandoning an animal in the person's custody without making reasonable arrangements for
assumption ofcustody by another person. .1,

b) "Animal" means a domesticated living creature, Induding any stray or feral cat or dog, and a wild living creature previously
captured. The term does not Indude an uncaptured wild living creature or a livestock animal.

c) "Animal Control Officer" means the person or persons employediby the Polk Coun,ty Sheriff's office or his designee
and shall have the duty to enforce these rules.

d) "Animal Establishment" means any facility wherein any person, organization, business or corporation engages In the
boarding, breeding, buying, selling, adopting, letting for hire, or tralnlng/or a fee any canine or feline animal or
animals, or wherein any person keeps, harbors, possesses, or maintains more than ten (10) dogs or ten (10) cats or a
combination of said anirnals.

e) "Bite"means any abrasion,scratch, puncture, tear, or piercing of the skinactuallyor suspected of being caused by an
animal.

f) "Breeder"means a person or business that has bred, sold, or adopted out all or part of 2 or more litters or 10 or more
dogsof cats duringthe past 12-months. Breedersare required to be registered and there are mandatory inspections.

g) "Official Rabies Certificate" means ace^iflrate bearing tFe signature ofa licensed veterinarian, rabies tagnumber, the
name, color, sex, species, age, and.breed of ,a. dog or cat, the name and address of the owner, the date of the
vaccination, the date, serial number, producer, and type of vaccine administered, and such other Information as
required by the m!nlmurn,:.standards .for vaccination certifications approved by the Texas Board of Health, In
accordance with TX. HEALTH 8i SAFETY CODE § 826.021(b) and TexasAdministrative Code Rule §169.29 Vaccination
Requirements.

h) "Collar" meansanycollar constructedof nylon, leather,or similar material, speclHcally designed to be usedfora dog.
i) "Cruelmanner"* includes a manner that causes or permits unjustifiedor unwarranted pain or suffering.
J) "Custodian" rheans a person who feeds, shelters, harbors, or has possession or control, or has the responsibility to

control, a dog or cat. •
k) "Dangerous dog" means any dog that has been deemed dangerous under the provisions of Chapter 822,Subchapter D

ofthetexas Health &Safety Code.
I) "Exposed to rabies" means bitten by, fought with, or consorted with an animal known or suspected to have rabies or

showing objective symptoms of rabies,
m) "FeralCat" means a descendant of a domesticated cat that has returned to the wild. It is distinguishedfrom a stray

cat, which is a pet cat that has been lost or abandoned, while feral cats are born in the wild.The offspring of a stray
cat can be considered feral if born In the wild,

n) "Impound" means apprehend, catch, trap, net, tranquilize, or confine.
o) "Impounding facility" means any premises designated by Polk County for the purpose of impounding, destroying, or

caring for animals found in violation of these rules,
p) "Local Rabies Control Authority" means the person duly appointed by the Polk County Commissioners Court to

supervise the enforcement of these rules,
q) "Owner" means any individual, corporation, association, or any other legal entity that harbors, shelters, keeps,

controls, manages, possesses, or has part interest In any animal subject to these rules. The occupant of any premises



on which a dog or cat, or other animal remains, or to which It customarily returns periodically for food, water, or
shelter, is presumed to be harboring, sheltering, or keeping the aforementioned animal, within this definition. If a
minor owns a dog or cat or other animal subject to the provisions of these rules, any adult occupant of the household
of which such minor Is a member shall be deemed to be the owner or custodian of such dog or cat or other animal for
the purpose of these rules and shall be held responsible as the owner or custodian. If not a member of a household,
such minor owner shall himself be directly subject to the provisions of these rules,

r) "Registered" means registered with the PolkCounty Rabies Control Authority or his Deslgnee.
s) "Properlyfitted" means, with respect to a collar, a collar that measures the circumference of a dog's neck plus at least

one Inch.

t) "Restraint" means the control of an animal under any of the following circumstances:
(I) When it Is controlled by a lead, line, or leash that is secured to a secure object or,held by a person

who Is capable ofcontrolling and governing theanimal In question. .-flW:'
(II) When Itiswithin a fully enclosed vehicle; ,{(
(ill) When It Is onthe premises oftheowner and/or custodian; ,•
(Iv) When It Is restrained securely within an enclosure or fence; or y
(v) When it is under the physical control of the owner or custodian. '

u) "Stray" means any dog or cat running free from the owner's or custodian's premises or contrdl-^l^out restraint.
"Trap Neuter Release [TNR)" means a program designed for the catching offeral cats.9f:;Polk County^altered as to no
longer allow reproduction andthen returned or released to the areatheyoriginated '

v) "Temporary Ownership" means the provisional assumption of ownership for the-piirpbse'of preventative
Immunizations and treatrhent, Including emergent humane euthanasia as directed by a licensed veterinarian In the
event of suffering, duringan animal'sstray hold periodat an impoundfaclli^.;

SECTION 111. LOCAL RABIES CONTROL AU'mORlTV
4) The Polk County Sheriffs Office Is hereby designated asthe Local Rabi.dpontrol AuWri^ forpurposes oftheserules.
5) The Local Rabies Control Authority or his deslgnee shall have the dujty to'ehfqore: \; '

(a) The Rabies Control Act of 1981, TX. HEALTH &SAPETY COOfi 192^6.001, etseq. and amendments thereto;
(b) The rules of the Texas Board of Health which coniprlse the mlhtinum standards for rabies control In the

State of Tekas; , , .
(c) ThePolk County Rules to control rabies adoptedherein; arid
(d) The rules adopted by thef ex'as.Board ofHealth concerning quarantine provisions ofthe Rabies Control

Act of 1981.

SECTION IV[VACCINATIONS
6) The owner or custodian of every dogor-caTshallhave the'ddgor catvaccinated against rabies as required bythe Rabies

Control Act of 1981, Chapter 826, Subchapter;:C;--bifj;j|ie;Tew Health 8i Safety Code, and the rules of the Texas Board of
Health, and amendments thereto. Failure to,vacclnatq a dog or cat against rabies shall subject the owner or custodian of
the unvaccinated animal toafinq^nd punishment prescribed by §826.022 TX. HEALTH 8( SAFETY CODE.

. SE^ION V^'^BIES CONTROL AND QUARANTINE
7) When a dog^f cat tha^i has bitten a hiiWan has been Identified, the owner or custodian shall place the animal In

quarantine, as required by ihe" Rabies Control Act of 1981, § 826.042 TX. HEALTH &SAFEPf CODE, and the rules of the
Texas Bibard of Hea^h,-^and amendments thereto.

8) Any perspn having knowledge ofan'animal bite toahuman must report the Incident to Animal Control as soon as possible.
Animal bpHtrol shall oljialh^custody ofthe animal In accordance with subsection CofSection 4 ofthese Regulations and
investlgale^ia^ bite Inclddntl'

9) When an anlnfaiE^ha^ has bitten a human has been Identified, the custodian must place that animal In quarantine orsubmit
Its brain for testlh^lThe'costs ofquarantine areborne by thecustodian.

10) Acustodian mustsjibmlt for quarantine an animal: that Is reported to be rabid or to have exposed an Individual to rabies;
or that the custodfan knows or suspects is rabid or to have exposed an Individual to rabies.

11) Aquarantine Is conducted as required by the Rabies Control Act, set out In Chapter 826 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code, and the Regulations and Regulations adopted pursuantto that statute, as amended.

SECTION VI. ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENT

12) Every Animal Establishment thatoperates a facility Polk County shall register with the Local Rabies Control Authority and
shall provide proof of a fadlity inspection by a licensed veterinarian. This Inspection shall beon a form as provided and
prescribed by the Local Rabies Control Authority. The registration period shall beona calendar year basis, and registration
shall be submitted no laterthan the 15thday ofJanuary eachcalendar yearor within 15 days from the commencement of



operation of an Animal Establishment The Local Rabies Control Authority or his deslgnee may make unannounced
inspections as appropriate to investigatean allegation of neglector abuse.

13) Any Individual orbusiness thatbreeds, sells, oradopts 10ormore dogs orcats in a 12-month period must register with the
Local Rabies Control Authority and shall provide proof of a fadlity inspection bya licensed veterinarian. This Inspection
shall be on a form as provided and prescribed bythe Local Rabies Control Authority. The registration periodshall be on a
calendar 3-year basis, and registration shall be submitted no later than the 15th day of January each calendaryear or
within 15 days from the commencement of operation of an Animal Establishment. The Local Rabies Control Authority or
his deslgnee may make unannounced inspections asappropriate to Investigate an allegation of neglect or abuse.

14) Failure to register timely as an Animal Establishment shall be a violation of this ordinance and punishable underSection
XIII of this Ordinance.

15) Animal shelter employees, volunteers and foster care personnel shall be exempt from this section if,Included on the
current registrationform with the'Local Rabies Control Authority. '

•f
..1

SECTION vn. TRAP NEUTER AND RELEASE PROGRAM Q;,,
16) If a community funded and managed TNR program Is established In Polk County that Includes hqi^owned or

soclaiized and non- adoptable cats, theywill beexempted from impoundment. The cats participating In theTNR F^Ogram
shall be examined by a licensed veterinarian prior to alteration. Surgical alteration shall be perfoirned, by a licensed
veterinarian using humane and appropriate anesthesia, pain management, age appropriate alteration and an ear notch for
visible marking of Having been altered. Additionally, each cat altered shall receive a rabies immunization prior to release.
Once fully recovered from alteration surgery, each cat shall be released back to the citizen whb brought in the feral cat
and returned to its previous location and shall be allowed to live as it had prior to itsaterlllzatlon. v :v

SECTION VIII. REGULATION OF SALE AND SOLICITATION OF ANIMALS

17) The saleof live animals Is banned IfIt occurs on a public highway orrpad, In' the right-of-way of a public highway or road,
or In a parking lot. . ^

18) The erection, maintenance, or placement of a structure by a vendorof live animals Is.banned from a public highway or
road, Inthe right-of-way of a public highway or road, or in a parking lot. V

SECTION IX CRUELTY TO NONLIVESTOCK ANIMALS

19) Section 42.092 "Cruelty of Non-Livestock Anip:ial§" oftheTexas Pena! Code prohibits a person from Intentionally, knowingly
or recklessly cruelly treating an animal. The following actions define cruel punishment:
a) tortures an animalor ina cruel manner kills or causesserious bodily Injury to an animal;
b) without the owner's effectiveconsent, kills, administers poison to, or causes serious bodilyinjuryto an animal;
c) falls unreasonably to provide necessaty.food, water, cajre, orshelter for an animal inthe person's custody;
d) abandons unreasonably ananimal in theperson's custody;'
e) transports or confines an animal In a cruel.mahner; •
f) withoutthe owner'seffective consent,causesb'pdlly Injury to an animal;

20) An offenseunder thissectionIs a Class Amisdemeanor, exceptthat the offenseIsa state Jail felony if the personhas
previously been convicted two times under this section, two times under Section 42.092.

21) The Local RabiesControlAuthorityor his deslgnee shall have the abilityto Issue a lessor violation based on circumstances.

•:SECTI6N X. RESTRAINT AND IMPOUNDMENT
22) Ail dogs'and cats shalLbekept under restraint, as defined in Section 11., Subsection T above.
23) Dogs rnay be,used for ranching/huhtlng/farming/guarding on parcels larger than 5 acres while off a leash and with the

permlssibnof the landowner.
24) The owneh;oh<custodian ofievery dog or cat shall be held responsible for the behavior of his animal and, thereby,

responsible fonany violation of these rules or applicable provisions of Chapters 822 and 826 of the Texas Health &Safety
Code.

25) The Local Rabies Control Authority or his deslgnee shall be authorized by these rules to catch, confine, and Impound the
following:

(a) All stray dogs and cats whether or not vaccinationor tags are displayed;
(b) Any animal, whether domesticated, wild, or stray, which has bitten or scratched a person, has bitten or

scratched another animal, or is suspected of having rabies or having been exposed to rabies; and
(c) Any dangerous dog that is improperly secured or unregistered, as required.
(d) Allanimals picked up under these rules shall be Impounded in the Impounding facility.

26) The Local Rabies Control Authority or his deslgnee shall be authorized to enter upon any public highway, street, alley,
court, square, park, or sidewalk or any other public grounds In order to seize any stray dog or cat. The Local Rabies Control



Authority or his deslgnee shall be authorized to enter upon any private property to seize a stray dog or cat under the
following circumstances:

(a) With permission of the occupant or owner thereof;
(b) With a validwarrant authorizing such entry;
(c) In an emergency under the auspices of a commissioned law enforcement officer; or
(d) Under exigent circumstances in which a pursuing Animal Control Officer has actually observed a dog or

cat to be free-roaming and the officer believes It Is necessary to immediately act to seize the animal in
order to protector prevent injury to a person, property, or another animal.

27) it shall be the duty of the Animal Control Authority or his deslgnee to deposit all living animals to be impounded with the
impounding facility.

28) Every stray animal impounded shall become the property of Polk County or its deslgnee, pending the .expiration of the
stray hold period, during which at any time an "Owner" may reclaim ownership. Each healthy,- appropriate aged
impounded animal will show proof of rabies' vaccinations upon pickup. '' f

29) All dogs or cats delivered to an impounding facility underthese rules shall remain impounded thiirein,,urtiess-daimed and
redeemed, for a period ofat leastseventy-two (72) hours (excluding weekends &holidays), begfnning at five o'ddd; pi^.
(5:00 p.m.) on the day the animal Is collected by or delivered tothe Animal Control Authority pfAnlmal Shelter.%'the
expiration of that time, impounded animals that are not claimed and redeemed by the owner or custo'df^i^nay be put up
for adoption, sold, or humanely destroyed. All actions involving the care and disposition/Afii.nimais impodo.ded at the
Impounding facility shall be consistent with the requirements of the Animal Welfare Act.p'U.S:^"§§ 2131, etseq.).

30) The owner or custodian ofany impounded dog or cat may claim and redeem their animal piHofiTo'-ite 'sale, adoption, or
otherdisposition during regular business hours ofthe impounding facility. No animal^may'be daimedor'redeemed without
proof ofcurrent vaccination orpayment ofapplicable vaccination fees. Fees f<)rj;redemption.of aiiimal^ shall not exceed
those set out in the fee schedule attached to these rules and Incorporated'hirei^n for ail purposes; provided, however,
these fees may bechanged from tIme-to-time with approval ofthe Cdrnmlsslon^^^urt.

31) No person shall Interfere with, hinder, or molest any Animal ControlOfficer, or other party.'deslgnated by the Local Rabies
Control Authority or his deslgnee, in the performance of any duty deiegate'd.hereunder, or seekto release any animal
taken andheld incustody underthe provisions ofthese rules, except as provide^hereln.

32) Failure to comply with these ruleson animal restraintshall subje^.the owneror custodian of the unrestrained animal to
citation and punishment in accordance with TX,,HEALTH &SAFETY bODE.i 826;Q'34.

33) Every dog that has been deemed to be a dangerous dog shall beconfined Ih^an enclosed structure of notless thansix (6)
feet in height. Such structure, ifmade ofwire, '̂shall be no less than nine (9) gauge. The enclosure shall besecured at ail
times by a locking device capable of preventing the animalfrom escaping the enclosure without control of the owner or
his deslgnee. The locking device shall also be sufficientto prevent unauthorized persons from opening the enclosure on
their own and require a keyor combinationor breach.Thedangerousdog shallbe registered In accordance with§ 822.042
TX. HEALTH &SAFETY CODE. Failure to regrstenbrsecure a dangerous dog as required herein will subjectthe owner of the
animal to criminal penalties prescrlbedjjiy.TX. ^EAI^H, '̂SAFETY CODE §822.035 and §826.045.

-r SECTION XL UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OFDOGS
34) Aperson who owns orhas cd^ody^r;>cont^l^l^ a dog and who uses a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device

that attaches^a^dog to asl^tibnary o^j^^qr trplley system shall comply with Chapter 821, Subchapter D, sections 821.076
through 821(031 of the^Teiras-Health andSafety Code, as amended. Dogs must have a properly fitted collar and restraint
system a^STeqiiired.by Subchapter D, Chapter 821 oftheTexas Health and Safety Code.

35) An ownV notfleaye adog oiitsTde and unattended by use of arestraint that unreasonably limits the dog's movement:
a) be^een.the'hoursdf 10p.m.dhd6a.m.:
b) withinl'SOb feetofthe premises ofa school; or

36) Inthe casl'df^etfreme weather conditions,including conditions inwhich:
.theactya) oreffective outdoor temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit;

(b)''q heat advisory has been Issued bya local or state authority or jurisdiction; or
(c) a.;hurricane, tropicalstorm, or tornado warning has been issuedbythe National Weather Service.

37) Arestraint unreasonably limits a dog's movement if the restraint:
(a) uses a collarthat is pinch-type, prong-type, or choke-type or that is not properlyfitted to the dog;
(b) is a length shorter than the greater of:
(c) five timesthe length ofthe dog,measured from the tip of the dog'snoseto the baseof the dog'stail; or
(d) 10 feet;
(e) is In an unsafe condition; or
(f) causes injury to the dog.

38) EXCEPTIONS. Section XI does not apply to:



a) adog restrained toa running line, pulley, ortrolley system and thatis not restrained to the running line, puiley, or trolley
system bymeans of a pinch-type, prong-type, choke-type, or improperly fitted collar;

b) a dog restrained incompliance with the requirements of a camping or recreational area as defined bya federal, state, or
local authority or jurisdiction;

c) a dog restrained fora reasonable period, not to exceed three hours in a 24-hour period, and nolonger than Is necessary for
the owner to complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be restrained;

d) a dog restrained whilethe owner is engaged In, or actively training for, an activity that isconducted pursuant te a valid
license issuedby thisstate if the activity for which the license is issuedIsassociated with the use or presence of a dog;

e) a dog restrained while the owner isengaged inconduct directly related to the business of shepherding or herding cattleor
livestock; or

f) a dogrestrained while the ownerisengaged inconduct directly relatedto the business of cuItivatlng;agricultural products,
if the restraint Is.reaspnabiy necessary for the safety of the dog.

has previously been convicted of an offense under that chapte'r, th^ip^rson shalhbe charged with aClass Bmisdemeanor.

a
SECTION Xll VIOLATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF UNXAWFULlRESTR-AIiNT

39) Aperson commits an offense if the person knowingly violates this subchapter. ^
40) A peace officer or Animal Control Officer who has probable cause to believe that an owner isryiblating Subchapter D,

Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code shall provide the owner with a written statement.dffthat fact. The
statement must be signed by the officer and plainly state the dale on which and the^^^e'iiat which the statement Is
provided-totheowner. ^

41) Aperson commits ah offense if the person is provided astatement described by Subsection|((5)''arid>fa'lIs to comply with-
Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety Code within 24 hours'̂ f the^tirne the^wnW is provided the
statement. An offense under this subsection Is a Class Cmisdemeanor. V ./I

42) if it is shown that aperson charged with an offense under Subcl '̂pter D, GHapter 821 of the^texas Health and Safety Code

43) If a person fails to comply with Subchapter D, Chapter 821 of the Texas^Health and SafetyiCode with respect to more than
one dog, theperson's conduct with respect to each dog constitutesja separate-offense^-'

44) If conduct constituting an offense under Subsection D, Chapter 82i\of the Texa^^Health and Safety Code also constitutes an
offense under any other law, the actor may be prosecuted under Subchapter D,jChapter 821 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code, the other law, or both.

.\45) Sec. 821.080. DISPOSITION OF-PENALTY. Notwitfetanding any other l^wi^he-clerk of acourt that collects apenalty under
Subchapter D, Chapter,821 of the Texas Health andlSafety Code shall remit the penalty collected for deposit in the general
fund of the county.

^^SECnON Xlii'ViOLATIONS
L /

Polk Count^' Animal ControlV'Aniinal Shelter Fee Schedule, Fee Amount and Disposition of Fee
1. Transportation Fee (if picked^<by Anlm^alCmifrol) $35.00 General Fund

2. First Impound Fee y X-X ' S 35.00 General Fund

3. Second lm"pound Feef_":l JX?-' $ 70.00 General Fund

4. Thlrd;.anb?SubsequentIrnp'pund Fee $100;00 General Fund

5. Sal.e*and solicitation of live^ahimals fper animal) S250.00 General Fund

6. Unlawful 8estHinf(of,.an anim"als* $100.00 General Fund

7. FaiIureitb"'provide pfqof^f Rabbis Vaccination $ 50.00 General Fund

8. Failure.taQuarantlne animals S100;00 General Fund

9. TranspoiTation for Quarantine Animals 550.00 General Fund

10. Failure to register;;,and maintain a Dangerous Animals $250.00 General Fund

11. Transportationlof Dangerous Animals $100.00 General Fund

12. Registration as an Animal Breeder $35.00 General Fund

13. Failure to register as an Animal Breeder $150.00 General Fund

14. Failure to register as an Animal Shelter $250.00 General Fund

15. Abandoning Animals $250.00 General Fund



RESOLUTION AND ORDER

On this the day of xxxxxxx. 2017, at a Regular Session meeting of the Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas, there

came on for consideration and,approval a motion to adopt a current PolkCounty Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Ordinance

and fee schedule to establish the County's existing such Ordinance. A copy of the new Ordinance proposed is attached hereto

and Incorporated herein for all purposes.

Motion was made bvxxxxxxx and seconded by Commissioner xxxxxxxxx that said Commissioners.Court does.hereby authorize
the adoption of the establishment of a Polk County Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Ordinance:and fee schedule attached
hereto.

Said Motion being put to avote. It carried by avote of xxx of xxxx. It is, therefore, ORDERED)that Commisstpnefs Court hereby
approve the adoption of the revised Polk County Rabies Control and Animal Restraint Ordinapp<^^and, fee scheduie attached
hereto. "i,

PASSED AND APPROVED ON xxxxxxxx xx. 2017.

POLK COUNTY, TEXAS

SYDNEY MURPHY, COUNTYJUDGE

ROBERT C. "BOB" V«/ILUS, COMMISSIONER PRECII^CT l
(v.

RONNIE yiNC^, COMMISSIPNER PREaNCT 2
f"" if, ••

MILT PURVTs; COMMISSIONER PRECINCTS

C.T. TOMMY" OVERSTREET, COMMISSIONER PRECINCT4
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